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Dr. Claire Smith recently retired after 35 
years in the profession. From 2005 - 2022 she taught World Languages at Skyview 
High School in Vancouver WA. Originally from England, Claire’s interests are choral 
music, languages, travel and reading. Claire is a former recipient (2004-2005 and 
2005-2006). In 2022-2023 Claire serves as the Chair of the RR Board.  

Laurie Fisher, (2023-2025) RRPSF Trustee: Laurie Fisher is a retired elementary school educator. 
She started her 31year career in Los Angeles teaching 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th grades for 7 years. She 
taught English Language Learners for the Kent WA School District for 19 years and served as a 
Reading First Coach in the Banning CA School District for 5 years. Laurie’s family, traveling, photog-
raphy and reading enrich her retirement years. Laurie is an active member of Kappa, Kent Chapter.

Lesli Collum (2025-2030) RRPSF: Lesli is currently 
the Principal at Daybreak Middle School in the Battle 
Ground School District. Prior to her role as an adminis-
trator, she taught various elementary grade levels, as a 
special education teacher, and an instructional coach 
during her 22 years in education. She is a previous 
RRPSF recipient and a Margaret Harvin recipient. Lesli 
enjoys spending time with her family, being outdoors 
hiking, gardening, and traveling in her free time. She 
is a member of Mu Chapter in Clark County. 

CHAIR: Laurie Fisher,  (2023-2026) RRPSF Trustee:  
Laurie is a retired elementary school educator.  She 
started her 31 year career in Los Angeles teaching 1st, 
2nd, 3rd and 5th grades for 7 years.  She taught English 
Language Learners for the Kent School District for 
19 years and served as a Reading First Coach in the 
Banning, CA SD for 5 years.  Laurie’s family, traveling, 
photography and reading enrich her retirement years.  
She is an active member of Kappa Kent Chapter.

Sharon White, (2017-2027) RRPSF Trustee: Is a 
retired elementary/secondary schoolteacher. Sharon 
graduated from the UW, lettering in Basketball all four 
years (claim to fame!). She lives in Toledo and is active 
in the Washington Education Association - Retired. 
Sharon enjoys reading, traveling and following both 
the Huskies and Seahawks. Sharon is a member of Phi, 
Grays Harbor/Pacific Chapter.

Carrie Derr, (2023-2028) RRPSF 
Treasurer: Carrie Derr is the Feder-
al/State Programs Director and As-
sessment Coordinator for the Grand 
Coulee Dam School District. Prior 
to this role, she taught 6th grade for 
22 years in the same district. In her 
free time, Carrie enjoys spending 
time with family and friends, going 
out on the pontoon, and reading. 
Carrie is an active member of Beta 
Upsilon, Grand Coulee

Barbara Brown: (2019-2029) RRPSF Trustee: Barbara 
is a retired elementary school teacher and reading 
speciaist who taught in several Washington school dis-
tricts in addition to working as a middle school reading 
specialist in Pennsylvania.  Grandchildren, reading, and 
traveling round out her current passions in addition to 
lunches with friends and community service activities.  
Barbara has been a member of DKG for 37 years, and is 
currently a member of Kappa, Kent.

Kathy Luce, (2023-2028) RRPSF Trustee: Kathy grew
up in Connecticut and graduated from Central Con-
necticut State University. She taught 3rd, 4th, and 5th
grades both in private and public schools. Music was
a big part of her career. After teaching in Maryland
and California for more than 30 years, she retired to
Washington where all her children and grandchildren
live. She loves traveling the United States and currently
enjoys exploring Washington, volunteering at the USN
Undersea Museum, and especially spending time with
her family. Kathy is a member of Alpha Sigma Chapter,
Kitsap.


